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Holy Communion 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us 
into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such 
merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. 
It is a reflection of the glory of God revealed in the Christ. 
 

CHOIR PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands and turns to the baptismal font. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the presider begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us and forms us,  
who redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The assembly remains standing to sing, turning to the altar as the cross passes by.   
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GATHERING SONG:                  Oh, Praise the Gracious Power                       ELW# 651 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE          Glory to God  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept, then the presiding minister leads the prayer. 
 

P: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow 
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, 
that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly sits. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
A reading from Genesis. 
 

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years 
of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to 
poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers 
talked with him. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 
1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4Take delight in the LORD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.  
9For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
10In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will not be there. 
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11But the lowly shall possess the land;  
  they will delight in abundance of peace. 
39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; 
  you are their stronghold in time of trouble. 
40You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; 
  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you 
do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But 
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
  42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there 
is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, 
and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, 
so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will 
also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
After a brief silence, the assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38 
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.   
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 
ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.  
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, 
and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 
Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 
the measure you get back.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.   
 

Children and Youth Message 
 
SERMON 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                       ELW # 631 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  
 
A brief silence. 

After each petition: 
A: Lord, in your mercy.   C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
OFFERING 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

OFFERING SONG:                          As the Grains of Wheat                                  ELW# 465 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the 
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks: 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.… 
… as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

… To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the Savior taught us:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion 
P: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s abundant life for you. 
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The bread is broken for the communion. The assembly is seated. 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to participate in the celebration of holy communion. If you desire 
baptism, the pastor would love to speak with you! Those who are not baptized and children not yet 
communing may come forward for a blessing, please cross your arms on your chest if you desire a 
blessing. 
At St. Stephen we receive Holy Communion by receiving the bread and then either drinking directly 
from the cup or by intinction: That means that you may receive the bread in your hand and then 
dip bread in the wine.) 
Gluten free bread is available on the right side. (please ask) 
Alcohol free wine is available on the right side. (please ask) 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Response: Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Response: Amen. 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Song:                   Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                         ELW# 708 

 
 

 

Additional Communion songs are sung as needed 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond 
compare, the body and blood of our Lord: the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us 
now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything 
reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:                                 O Christ, Our Hope                                  ELW# 604 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Christ is your light. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS… 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need 
of healing: Dawn Schramm, Juliet Crawford, Carol Chmelynski, Jimmy Fennelli, Laurel Blake, Kathy 
Runk, Edith Reichenback, Audrey Shumway, Jim Loggins, Diane Adler, Katie Paff, Roy and Barbara 
Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, and Shelley Amato.  
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: (Please renew your request every 3 weeks)  
✠ Angela, Bernie, Rhea, Melissa, Alex, Joe, The Stewarts, Alex Bonet ✠ Bill, Pat Jean, Pat Ruth, Erick, Frank 
Orefice ✠ John, Jim’s Vitale family, Norma, Aliya, Lem, Dan, Mykayla, Millie, Eric, Robin, Gary, Melissa, 
Matty, Bob, Lizbeth, Marjorie, and Aurea.  
 
In a facility or homebound:  
Barbara Kaptain – The Atrium Assistant Living at Boca Raton.  

1080 NW 15TH Room 215 Boca Raton, Fl. 33486  
Jane Reinhold – Platinum Loving Group, P. O. Box 410572, Melbourne, FL 32941 
Evelyn Braun – 6152 Verde Trail Room 106 Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
Jim Loggins -   John Knox Village - Woodlands 

700 SW 4th St, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
Bud Danker -  3020 N. Ridge Road Apartment W-316 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 

Today the Altar flowers are sponsored by Harry Ambrose.    
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Assisting at Our Worship in February 
(w) will give wine at communion.  Thank you all for serving. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome to worship! We are thankful you are here!  We especially welcome our guests and 
first time visitors today. Stop at the desk to pick up a name tag if you don’t have one. Please 
take a moment to fill out the attendance cards in the worship folder with your name, number 
and email—especially if you are visiting so that we can welcome you.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, feel free to contact Pr. Schaefer. Please join us for refreshments and conversation in 
the gathering area at the back of the church (Narthex) following the liturgy this morning.  St. 
Stephen members: don’t forget to put a little something in the jar on the table to help support 
this ministry!  We thank Linda Hanzlik for her generous stewardship of this ministry of 
hospitality! 
 
Sundays are available on our flower chart! 
Consider honoring or remembering a loved one, or just give flowers to beatify our worship to 
the glory of God. There are a number of Sundays open on the chart near the front doors of the 
church. The flowers are $35 for the week. 
 
The Holy Grill open at St. Stephen! 
Last Wednesday we began a partnership with St. Nicholas 
Episcopal Church and their feeding ministry to the homeless 
and working poor in our community (www.holygrill.org.)  
The Holy Grill is a mobile food truck and will be in the St. 
Stephen parking lot at the east end of the property on 
alternate Wednesday mornings at 9am serving breakfast.  
There is now a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex 
(gathering area) to volunteer to be a part of this ministry. In lent we will be collecting food for 
the Holy Grill on the first Sunday of the month. Watch for details! 

10:15 AM February 24 

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

Sera Butz 

ACOLYTE Madison Kibler 

 LECTOR Kevin Otterson 

USHERS –Need 
4 to Serve 
 
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Marsha Kibler (w) 
Drew Kibler 
Darin Kibler 
Catherine Zippay 
 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – 
Need 2 to 
Serve 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Eric Castaneda 

PROJECTION Larry Jones 

 

In response to the amazing love, mercy and 
grace of God, St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a community 
that openly welcomes all who are seeking God’s divine love 
and grace. All are welcome in this place regardless of race or 
culture, sexual orientation or gender identity, economic 
situation or life situation, marital or relationship status, or 
your doubts about faith and church. Our unity is in Christ. 
Your family, children, friends, spouses and partners are 
welcome. Your diversity and uniqueness enriches and expands 
our community. We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation. 
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Bible Study Every Tuesday and Sunday: The Book of Acts 
You are invited for this conversation in the Luther Room every 
Tuesday from 7—8pm. The class is repeated Sunday mornings at 
9:15am in the Pastor’s Office (Room 1—next to the church). Acts 
tells the story of the early church. It traces the growth of the church 
from a small group of Jewish believers in Jerusalem to a worldwide 
movement that included both Jews and Gentiles. This book still 
both gives the church its marching orders and shows how the Holy 
Spirit will guide us in mission. Bring a friend and join us!  
 

Wear your name badge:  
It’s really important that we know each other by name and can warmly 
welcome guests to our community. If you do not have a plastic St. 
Stephen name badge and you worship with us—member or not—we 
would love you to have one. Simply stop by the table in the narthex 
(gathering area) where the badges are and print your name on the 
sheet of paper. It’s as simple as that!  
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper—March 5 
Before we begin the fast of Lent, we celebrate together one last time. Join us for a festive 
pancake dinner and fellowship at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. It will be a great evening! 
Please sign up today after worship. 
 

Lent is coming! Ash Wednesday is March 6 
All baptized Christians are called to take part in the 40-day Discipline of Lent. 
This discipline begins with worship on Ash Wednesday. For those who 
cannot attend a Liturgy that day and for the community, we will offer Drive-
up Ashes in front of the fellowship hall from 8:00—9:30am. A Spoken Liturgy 
of Holy Communion and Distribution of Ashes will be held in the church at 
12:15pm and a Sung Liturgy of Holy Communion with Distribution of Ashes will be celebrated 
in the church at 7:00pm. Begin the holy season of Lent at one of our Ash Wednesday services. 
 

Bingo fundraiser – March 9  
Come join us on March 9 at 6pm at Stephen’s Fellowship Hall. This bingo 
is a fundraiser to cover medical expenses for a member of Aidee’s Koach 
family. Everyone is welcome. Bring a buddy! Tickets are $10 on the door 
and include 10 bingo game cards.  
 

Change for Change: Kappa League Foundation 
February is African-American History Month. Therefore, through 
February the money collected in the Change for Change Tower will be 
shared with The Kappa League Foundation of Pompano, Florida, a 
501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization that has established itself as a 
premier legacy organization bringing African-American males together in 
a social, cultural, and learning environment.  They provide 
mentoring, leadership development and critical life skills for 
transformational leadership to the next generation. The focus is on 6th-
12th graders. You can view the entire website, at: www.kfpompano.org 

http://www.kfpompano.org/event/tri-kappa-awards-program/
http://www.kfpompano.org/career-readiness/
http://www.kfpompano.org/
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Sunday Schedule 

9:15 a.m. Adult Forum 
10:15 a.m. Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 
11:45 a.m. Confirmation Ministry 

Church Staff 

The Rev. Robert G. Schaefer – Pastor 
pastoratststephen@gmail.com 

941-716-5687 
Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton 

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

Congregation Council 

Larry Jones - President 
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 

Christian Hecker – Vice-president 
Eric Castaneda - Treasurer 
   Natalie Prego – Secretary 

Lynda Smith 
Patricia Engle 

Harry Ambrose 
Dennis Magarrell 

Erika Flanigan  
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway,  
Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474  
www.ststephenlutheran.net                  

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved.  
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Last Sunday Attendance:   124   
Last Sunday Income (all sources): $3011 
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