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—IWE GATHER—

INTRODUCTION

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and
Spirit. At the font we are given a new birth as daughters and sons of God. As God made
a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new
life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God'’s love for all the world.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the #+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us
confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

C: You sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you and
turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth.

Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.

P: Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

C: Amen.



OPENING SONG: Lift High the Cross ELW #660
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ¢i - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci fied for wvic - to - 1y!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THE GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



THE KYRIE

=", ]
(o e

o

In peace, let us pray tothe Lord,
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray together:

C: O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth
to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
1 The Lorp had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 [ will bless those who
bless you, and whoever curses you [ will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121
1T11ift up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come from?
2My help comes from the LoRD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot slip—
he who watches over you will not slumber;
4indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5The LoRD watches over you—
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
6the sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7The LorD will keep you from all harm—
he will watch over your life;
8the Lorp will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.



SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5,13-17
"What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? ?For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. *For what does
the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” *“Now to
one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. *But to one who without
works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

BFor the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *>For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation. *®For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Amen.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Return to the Lord”
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra- cious and mer-ci - ful,
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P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
INow there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can
do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, |
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to
him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. “"What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
what is born of the Spirit is spirit.



’Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where
it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How can these
things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things?  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If [ have told you about earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, !5that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.  1¢“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ!

P: You may be seated.

SERMON Rev. Pedro Suarez

P: Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song.

SERMON SONG: God Loved the World ELW#323
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I God loved the world so that he gave  his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and jus - t - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - i - ty, be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

A: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all
who are in need.

After each petition of the prayer is said:

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
steadfast love; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord.



- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE -

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING: ELW #334

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
(verses 1,2,3, and Lent 2)

0 s \ [r— . s
P —— F—e——F | ——
L & I - o L > | o o =
J
1 Tree of Life and awe - some mys - try, in  your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once spo - ken, love passed
3 Christ, you lead and we  shall fol - low, stum - bling
0 ) \ [—
| " A I | I T | e— 1 T I N I I ]
= E— —— — '
el & 1
7 bl (<4
death we are re - born; though you die in all of
on through act and word; ev - ry per - son lost and
though our steps  may be; one with you in joy and
0 \ \
[ | | | — | —T1 1 I I ]
e — 3 ! = ——
e & I Il I & ]
5 o = & o
his - try, still you rise with ev - 'ry morn, still  you
bro - ken wears the bod -y of our Lord, wears the
SOr - row, we the riv - er, you the sea, we the
0
[ | — 1 T T T N 3 Il |
b I I | | 4 | Y | el I 4 r 4 il |
L & I I I I I I ] | & rS Il |
- & | 1 1 1 | Il |
& 4 7K S 7K
rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.

One of the following may be sung as a final stanza at the appropriate time.

Lent 3

Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole.

General

Light of life beyond conceiving,
mighty Spirit of our Lord;

give new strength to our believing,
give us faith to live your word

Lent 1

From the dawning of creation

you have loved us as your own;
stay with us through all temptation,
make us turn to you alone.

Lent 2

Lent 4

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Lent 5

God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
hold us close through each tomorrow,
love as near as every breath.

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;
may we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

A: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and
life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Dialogue (Sung)
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

C: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: With your holy ones of all times and places,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

C: Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation of Communion
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are invited to
participate in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. Those who are not
baptized and children not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if
you desire a blessing).

11



Reception of Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Communion distribution is continuous. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in
your hands as you hear the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”
You may then dip the bread into the cup as you hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which
you may respond, “Amen.” Please note that the communion wine is alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need
gluten-free elements.

“LAMB OF GOD”
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Communion Song: My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW #759
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I My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -1or, then, in love fear and dis -
D4, | | I |
e e e e e
) I | | - =
J Y | & O
guilt a- way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Instrumental Music Cesar Vidaud
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from
self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

-WE ARE SENT FORTH-

Benediction

P: Almighty God, Father, #® Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG: Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church ELW #321
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SO we are dead and live with you in God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.

Text: Thomas H. Cain, 1931-2003
Music: OLD 124TH, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © Thomas H. Cain. Used by permission of estate.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

13



DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.
C: Thanks be to God.

IN OUR PRAYERS

In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing:
We also need to pray for, Diane Adler, Ingrid Koslowski, Jean Rogers, Katie, Christopher Belanger, Janet Isner,
Paul Hanzlik, Roy Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Chico E., and C.C.

Prayers for Friends of the Church: Dennis Vancour, Myrka Alverist’s family, Maggie Alverist, Helen and
Faith Dawson, Barbara Taylor, Ann Farrell, JoAnn Medalie, Normagene Richardson, Aiden Chase, Brenna
Taylor, Rita Stevenson, Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf, Vera Debolt, Martha Hamze,
Alessandra, Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, Isolina
Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel
Quire, Juan Tavarez, Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, Richard H., and Laurie
Engelhardt.

We are always updating our prayer list. Ifyou would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office.

Flowers this week sponsored by: In Memory of the Crockett’s. Grand-daughter Cindy Crockett, husband Jim and

son Jimmy.

LENTEN SERVICES: We have two opportunities for Lenten services; you can either come Wednesdays at
12:15pm (followed by a Bible study at 12:45pm) or on Thursdays at 7pm.

NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION: On Friday, March 17 at 7 pm or Saturday, March 18 from 9 am - 12 pm we will
have an orientation for those wishing to be official members or associate members of St. Stephen. We will talk
about the vision we have as we do God's mission in this place and time. If you would like more information or to
register for this, please contact Pastor Pedro or the church office.

CONTACT UPDATES: We are updating our contact list, names, phone numbers, and email addresses, please let us
know how you prefer to be contacted or to receive the newsletter. Also if you have a family member or friend
name that you wish to add in our prayer list please call us at 954.942.4473 or email us at:
sslcpompano@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Every Sunday at 11:15 am we have our Sunday school. Children leave right after Holy
Communion. Call the church office to register a child or for more information.

VOLUNTEERS FOR ALTAR CARE: We need volunteers for Altar Care to set up and take down communion on
Sundays. Note: If training needed contact Pat Belanger.

CHILI COOK OFF: 15T Annual Florida-Bahamas Synod Chili Cook-off will be host by Zion Lutheran on April 1,
2017 at 4:00p.m. Each participating Church may enter up three 3 entries.
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Service Assistants for March

10:15 AM March 12 March 19 March 26
ASSISTING MINISTER | Sera Butz Natalie Prego Carol Jacobson
ACOLYTE Katie Paff Sera Butz Madison Kibler
LECTOR Natalie Prego Aura Suarez Rick Dunton
USHERS —Need 4 to Lynda Smith Harry Ambrose Marsha Kibler
Serve Zachary Smith Patricia Engle Drew Kibler
Lisa Castaneda Catherine Zippay Darin Kibler
Jeanne Pettit Floyd MacDonald Sherry Fox
Head Usher Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli Rosie Fennelli
GREETERS — Need 2 Kelly Jacobson Caroline Smith Kelly Jacobson
to Serve Rose Jones Barbara Kaptain Rose Jones
SOUND Eric Castaneda Dennis Magarrell Sera Butz
PROJECTION Larry Jones Web Antill Chris Castaneda

Make sure you like our Facebook page! This will help others find our congregation and help us
to promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano
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Lutheran Church, ELCA

Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and
sharing the joy of God’s love.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly

Church Staff

Rev. Pedro Suarez - Pastor
ststephenpastor@gmail.com
Cesar Vidaud - Director of Music
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe - Sexton
Aidee Koach - Administrative Assistant
sslcpompano@gmail.com

Congregation Council

Larry Jones, President:
councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net

Dennis Magarrell Eric Castaneda- Treasurer
Christian Hecker Lynda Smith

Natalie Prego - Secretary Patricia Engle
Harry Ambrose

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062
Tele: 954.942.4473 o Fax: 954.942.4474
www.ststephenlutheran.net

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano
©2013 All rights reserved.
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