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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

—WE GATHER— 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a 
close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On the mount of 
transfiguration Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. 
This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.    
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Gracious God:  
 
C:  Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
 
C: Amen.  
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OPENING SONG:                         How Good, Lord, to Be Here!                              ELW #315      

 
 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P:  Let us pray together: 
C: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the 
faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud 
declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your 
children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
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—WE HEAR GOD’S WORD— 

 
FIRST READING:                                              Exodus 24:12-18 
 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will 
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written 
for their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up 
into the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to 
you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 
glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the 
LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of 
Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSALM 2 
 
1 Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the LORD and his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us burst their bonds asunder, and cast their cords from us.” 
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the LORD has them in derision. 
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6 “I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7 I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the LORD with fear, with trembling  
12 kiss his feet, or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way; for his wrath is 
quickly kindled. Happy are all who take refuge in him. 
 
 
 



5 
 

SECOND READING:                                                                                                 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For 
he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him 
by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 
mountain. 19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to 
be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy 
ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
Amen. 
 
L: This is the word of the Lord.  
   
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation. 
 
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ” 

 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 17th chapter. 
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL:                        Matthew 17: 1-9 
 
¹⁷ Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us 
to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
 
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
P: You may be seated. 
 
SERMON                                                                  Rev. Pedro Suarez 
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—   WE RESPOND   — 

 
P:  Please stand as you are able for the Sermon Song. 
 
SERMON SONG:                        Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair                       ELW#316 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

       creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

       the holy catholic church,  

       the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

A: Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing. 
 
After each petition of the prayer is said: 
 

A:  Lord, in your mercy.                                       
C: Hear our prayer.   
 
P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord. 
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- WELCOME TO THE LORD'S TABLE - 
 
OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING:                                 Shine, Jesus, Shine                               ELW #671        

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 
bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy 
at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Dialogue    (Sung) 
 

 
 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 

him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 

 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C: Christ has died. 
     Christ is risen. 
     Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.  
C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,  
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

P: And now, we come to You in prayer, as our Savior Jesus has taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Invitation of Communion 
 

P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast. 
 

We believe Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine by his Word of Promise. All baptized Christians are invited to participate 
in the celebration of God’s forgiving love, strengthening faith, and grace-filled hope. Those who are not baptized and children 
not yet communing may come forward for a blessing (please cross your arms on your chest if you desire a blessing). 

 
Reception of Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
Communion distribution is continuous.  Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the bread in 
your hands as you hear the words “The body of Christ, given for you” to which you may respond, “Amen.”  
You may then dip the bread into the cup as you hear the words “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” to which 
you may respond, “Amen.”  Please note that the communion wine is alcohol-free. Please indicate if you need 
gluten-free elements.  
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 “LAMB OF GOD” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Song:                                    Beautiful Savior                                          ELW #838 

  

 
 

Instrumental Music                                                                                                                           Cesar Vidaud  

 



13 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, 
revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

-WE ARE SENT FORTH- 
Benediction 

 

  P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:                             Alleluia, Song of Gladness                           ELW #318 
 

 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Share the joy of God’s love.  
 

Thanks be to God. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
In our prayers today are these members of our homebound and others of our parish family in need of healing: 
We also need to pray for, Diane Adler, Ingrid Koslowski, Jean Rogers, Katie, Christopher Belanger, Janet Isner, 
Paul Hanzlik, Roy Kaptain, Bob & Jane Reinhold, Larry and Beverly Sheehan, Chico E., and C.C. 
 
Prayers for Friends of the Church: Normagene Richardson, Aiden Chase, Brenna Taylor, Rita Stevenson, 
Mike, Barbara Greco, Dr. Willis Allen, Eleanor Knauf, Vera Debolt, Martha Hamze, Alessandra, Rhea, Doris, 
Cheryl, Nick Caldwell Sr., Dennis VanCour, Lucille Capece, Lexie Sachlis, George F., David Spall, Joan Coletti, 
Isolina Quintana, Adam Rubino, Berna, Braemen Weiner, Chandler Weiner, Debbie Seckel, Elaine Brustad, 
Elizabeth Kraus, Hazel Quire, Juan Tavarez,  Kenneth Smith, Mary Taylor, Norma Duckworth, Cynthia, 
Richard H., Laurie Engelhardt, Dorotka Rodriguez and family., Barbara Creighton’s family and Sherry 
Zimmermann and family.  
 

 
We are always updating our prayer list.  If you would like your name added or removed, please notify Pat Belanger or the office. 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
MARDI GRAS: Come and join us for a fun evening Mardi Grass celebration, on February 28 at 6:30pm on the 
Fellowship Hall. We will have crafts and games for children and adults as well, music, food and lots of fun!   
 
ASHES TO GO: On Wednesday, March 1 from 7 am to 9 am outside in front of the Fellowship Hall we will be given 
the imposition of  ashes to people that cannot attend a regular worship service. Regular worship services and 
imposition of Ashes will be at 12:15pm and 7pm at the sanctuary. 
  
BREAKFAST BUNCH: On March 4 at 9am we will have another opportunity for our breakfast bunch at the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION: On Saturday March 18, from 9 am - 12 pm we will have an orientation for those 
wishing to be official members or associate members of St. Stephen. We will talk about the vision we have as we 
do God's mission in this place and time. If you would like more information or to register for this, please contact 
Pastor Pedro or the church office. 
 
CONTACT UPDATES: We are updating our contact list, names, phone numbers, and email addresses, please let us 
know how you prefer to be contacted or to receive the newsletter. Also if you have a family member or friend 
name that you wish to add in our prayer list please call us at 954.942.4473 or email us at: 
sslcpompano@gmail.com 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Every Sunday at 11:15 am we have our Sunday school. Children leave right after Holy 
Communion. Call the church office to register a child or for more information.  
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR ALTAR CARE: We need volunteers for Altar Care to set up and take down communion on 
Sundays. Note: If training needed contact Pat Belanger.  
 
CHILI COOK OFF: 1ST Annual Florida-Bahamas Synod Chili Cook-off will be host by Zion Lutheran on April 1, 
2017 at 4:00p.m. Each participating Church may enter up three 3 entries.  

 
 
 

mailto:sslcpompano@gmail.com
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Make sure you like our Facebook page!  This will help others find our congregation and help us 
to promote our mission. Go to www.facebook.com/sslcpompano 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service Assistants for today 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:15 AM February 26 

ASSISTING MINISTER Carol Jacobson 

ACOLYTE Madison Kibler 

LECTOR Kevin Otterson 

USHERS –Need 4 to 
Serve  
 
 
 
Head Usher 

Marsha Kibler 
Drew Kibler 
Darin Kibler 
Sherry Fox 
 
Rosie Fennelli 

GREETERS – Need 2 to 
Serve 

Kelly Jacobson 
Rose Jones 

SOUND Sera Butz 

PROJECTION Chris Castaneda 
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St Stephen  
 Lutheran Church, ELCA 

 
Encouraging and strengthening faith in Jesus, and 

sharing the joy of God’s love. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly 

Church Staff 
Rev. Pedro Suarez – Pastor 
 ststephenpastor@gmail.com 

Cesar Vidaud – Director of Music 
Clarence (Teddy) Rowe – Sexton  

Aidee Koach – Administrative Assistant  
sslcpompano@gmail.com 

 

Congregation Council 
Larry Jones, President:  

councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net 
 

                               Dennis Magarrell                    Eric Castaneda- Treasurer  
                               Christian Hecker                         Lynda Smith    
                                 Natalie Prego  - Secretary               Kathy Runk  - Vice Pres. 
                                                       Patricia Engle                 Harry Ambrose 
 

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 Mon- Fri 
 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2500 NE 14th Street Causeway, Pompano Beach, Florida, 33062 

Tele: 954.942.4473 • Fax: 954.942.4474 •  
www.ststephenlutheran.net 

www.facebook.com/SSLCPompano 
©2013 All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2010 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24029. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Hymns are covered by our license CCLI 2959830. 

mailto:sslcpompano@gmail.com
mailto:councilpresident@ststephenlutheran.net
http://www.ststephenlutheran.net/

